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India’s smartphone market hit by supply 

constraints and grows just 2% in Q1 2022 

Shanghai (China), Bengaluru (India), Singapore, Reading (UK), and Portland (US) – Thursday, 21 

April 2022 

 

Vendors shipped 38.0 million smartphones in India in Q1 2022, just 2% more than a year ago, as 

the leading vendors suffered from intermittent supply issues. Xiaomi held onto first place with 8 

million shipments, despite another quarter of sequential decline. Samsung came second with 

6.9 million units, while realme delivered the most vigorous growth among the top five vendors, 

with shipments up 40% year on year at 6.0 million units. Vivo and OPPO completed the top five 

with 5.7 million and 4.6 million units shipped respectively.  

“This is not a great start to the year for a market like India, which has seen double-digit percentage 

growth even during the pandemic,” said Canalys Analyst Sanyam Chaurasia. “While most of the 

world’s markets battled the third wave of COVID-19 in Q1, the relatively weaker impact on India 

should have helped it return to growth quickly. But supply remained the biggest challenge for the 

leading vendors, such as Xiaomi and vivo, and they struggled to secure components for their 

volume-driving low-end models. In contrast, brands such as realme, Tecno and Itel did remarkably 

well with solid supply to take on the market leaders and fulfill the low-end demand in Q1.” 

  
Source: Canalys estimates, Smartphone Analysis, April 2022

Indian smartphone shipments
Q1 2020 to Q1 2022
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“Vendors are certainly taking steps to address the supply bottleneck,” said Chaurasia, “Sell-in 

started to improve from March. Channel companies are optimistic about healthy sell-in in Q2, with 

vendors preparing for a strong festive quarter. They are finding opportunities in the lower-tier 

cities and towns in India, where device penetration is still relatively low. It is more important than 

ever for vendors to focus on building a long-term offline channel strategy.” 

“The biggest challenge vendors will face in 2022 will be maintaining device affordability,” said 

Chaurasia. “Oil prices in India are at an all-time high and wholesale inflation remains elevated, at 

14.6% in March 2022. Volatility in foreign exchange rates and higher operational costs due to 

inflation will, in turn, put further pressure on vendors to maintain profitability. But as consumers 

increasingly rely on their smartphones, enticing them with payment schemes has never been 

easier, with multiple buy-now-pay-later partners mushrooming across the ecosystem. The mass 

market will remain India’s growth engine, and having a healthy portfolio in the mid-to-low-end 

segment will be key to maintaining strong consumer mindshare in 2022. Availability, affordability 

and attractiveness will be essential for smartphone vendors to succeed as multiple uncertainties 

lie ahead.” 

 

Indian smartphone shipments and annual growth 
Canalys Smartphone Market Pulse: Q1 2022 

Vendor 
Q1 2022 

shipments (million) 
Q1 2022 

market share 
Q1 2021 

shipments (million) 
Q1 2021 

market share 
Annual 
growth 

Xiaomi 8.0 21% 10.5 28% -24% 

Samsung 6.9 18% 7.0 19% -2% 

realme 6.0 16% 4.3 12% 40% 

vivo 5.7 15% 6.7 18% -15% 

OPPO 4.6 12% 5.3 14% -13% 

Others 6.7 18% 3.3 9% 103% 

Total 38.0 100% 37.2 100% 2% 

   

Note: Xiaomi estimates include sub-brand POCO and OPPO includes 
OnePlus. Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. 
Source: Canalys Smartphone Analysis (sell-in shipments), April 2022 
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Sanyam Chaurasia (India): sanyam_chaurasia@canalys.com +91 89820 33054 

 

About Smartphone Analysis 

Canalys’ worldwide Smartphone Analysis service provides a comprehensive country-level view of 

shipment estimates far in advance of our competitors. We provide quarterly market share data, 

timely historical data tracking, detailed analysis of storage, processors, memory, cameras and 

many other specs. We combine detailed worldwide statistics for all categories with Canalys’ 

unique data on shipments via tier-one and tier-two channels. The service also provides a unique 

view of end-user types. At the same time, we deliver regular analysis to give insights into the data, 

including the assumptions behind our forecast outlooks. 

About Canalys 

Canalys is an independent analyst company that strives to guide clients on the future of the 

technology industry and to think beyond the business models of the past. We deliver smart 

market insights to IT, channel and service provider professionals around the world. We stake our 

reputation on the quality of our data, our innovative use of technology and our high level of 

customer service. 

Receiving updates 

To receive media alerts directly, or for more information about our events, services or custom 

research and consulting capabilities, please contact us or email press@canalys.com. 

Please click here to unsubscribe 
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