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Global PC shipments down 15% in Q2 2022 due 

to Chinese production crunch 

Shanghai (China), Bengaluru (India), Singapore, Reading (UK) and Portland (US) – Tuesday, 12 

July 2022 

 

The second quarter of 2022 brought major disruption to the PC market, as COVID lockdowns in 

China stymied manufacturing. The latest Canalys data shows total shipments of desktops and 

notebooks fell 15.0% annually to 70.2 million units, the lowest level since a similar disruption 

occurred in Q1 2020. Demand headwinds, especially from consumers, have also ramped up as 

inflation remains unchecked in many of the world’s largest PC markets. Notebook shipments fell 

18.6% in Q2 2022 at 54.5 million units, down for a third consecutive quarter as education 

procurement remained muted compared with the same quarter a year ago. Desktops fared 

much better, posting modest growth of 0.6% to 15.6 million units as the strength of commercial 

demand amid the further opening of economies helped spur investment in desktop refreshes 

and upgrades. The premium commercial segment will remain a bright spot for the overall PC 

market this year, despite mounting challenges in the global macroeconomic outlook. 

 

“As expected, COVID lockdowns in key regions and cities of China throughout most of Q2 severely 

affected the manufacturing and export of PCs,” said Canalys Analyst Emma Xu. “Disruption to 

factory and port operations in Shanghai, Kunshan and Jiangsu led to significant delays in orders for 
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*Desktops and notebooks include desktop and mobile workstations respectively
Source: Canalys Market Pulse, PC Analysis, July 2022
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all the major PC vendors. Though production and coordination started to improve by the end of 

May, output was below normal levels throughout Q2. In addition, restrictions on the movement of 

people and goods and a reduction in business activity caused a sharp downturn in domestic 

purchasing in China, the world’s second-largest PC market. While indicators for consumer and 

commercial spending improved in June, the overall economic situation remains uncertain as the 

government’s Zero-COVID policy remains in place.”  

Lenovo held onto first place in the worldwide PC market, though its shipments fell 12% to 17.5 

million units in Q2 2022. HP suffered the biggest decline of the top five vendors, hurt by a poor 

comparison to its strong education shipments last year. HP’s total shipments fell 28% to 13.5 

million units. Dell was close behind HP in third place, posting a relatively modest decline of 5% to 

settle at 13.2 million units, increasing its market share by two percentage points compared with a 

year ago. Acer and Asus completed the top five, with declines of 19% and 5% respectively.  

 

Worldwide desktop and notebook shipments (market share and annual growth) 
Canalys PC Market Pulse: Q2 2022 

Vendor 
(company) 

Q2 2022 
shipments 

Q2 2022  
market share 

Q2 2021  
shipments 

Q2 2021  
market share 

Annual 
growth 

Lenovo 17,517 25.0% 20,006 24.2% -12.4% 

HP 13,484 19.2% 18,595 22.5% -27.5% 

Dell 13,233 18.9% 13,976 16.9% -5.3% 

Acer 5,094 7.3% 6,249 7.6% -18.5% 

Asus 4,668 6.7% 4,920 6.0% -5.1% 

Others 16,167 23.0% 18,801 22.8% -14.0% 

Total 70,163 100.0% 82,546 100.0% -15.0% 

    

Note: Unit shipments in thousands. Percentages may not add up 
to 100% due to rounding. 
Source: Canalys PC Analysis (sell-in shipments), July 2022 

 

 

“From a demand perspective, the consumer and commercial segments are clearly diverging in 

short-term strength,” said Canalys Senior Analyst Ishan Dutt. “Worsening inflation is the dominant 

economic factor on consumers’ minds, and price increases across a basket of goods and services 

are relegating spending on PCs and other hardware behind more basic needs. While the 
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importance of having a top-quality device hasn’t diminished, most PC owners with relatively basic 

computing needs will be content to ride out this period of economic uncertainty and opt to refresh 

their devices when the pressure on their budgets eases or if significant discounting by vendors and 

retailers occurs later in the year. Businesses are also facing the threats of inflation and rising 

interest rates, but investment in PCs and IT at large remains vital to digital transformation as part 

of post-COVID recovery. Vendors with strong commercial reputations, deep channel partnerships 

and portfolios geared toward high-performance business use cases will be best placed to mitigate 

the challenges facing the PC industry this year.” 

About PC Analysis 

Canalys’ PC Analysis service provides quarterly updated shipment data to help with accurate 

market sizing, competitive analysis and identifying growth opportunities in the market. Canalys PC 

shipment data is granular, guided by a strict methodology, and is broken down by market, vendor 

and channel, as well as additional splits, such as GPU, CPU, storage and memory. In addition, 

Canalys also publishes quarterly forecasts to help better understand the future trajectory and 

changing landscape of the PC industry. 

For more information, please contact: 

Emma Xu (China): emma_xu@canalys.com +86 158 0075 6471 

Ishan Dutt (Singapore): ishan_dutt@canalys.com +65 8399 0487 

About Canalys 

Canalys is an independent analyst company that strives to guide clients on the future of the 

technology industry and to think beyond the business models of the past. We deliver smart 

market insights to IT, channel and service provider professionals around the world. We stake our 

reputation on the quality of our data, our innovative use of technology and our high level of 

customer service. 

Receiving updates 

To receive media alerts directly, or for more information about our events, services or custom 

research and consulting capabilities, please contact us or email press@canalys.com. 

Please click here to unsubscribe 
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