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Huawei holds first place while Xiaomi climbs to 

fourth as Chinese smartphone shipments fall 3% 

year on year 

Palo Alto, Shanghai, Singapore and Reading (UK) – Tuesday, 25 July 2017 

 

After six consecutive quarters of growth, Chinese smartphone shipments fell 3% to 113 million 

in Q2 2017. Huawei shipped over 23 million to lead the market for the second quarter in a row. 

Oppo shipped just over 21 million and had to 

settle for second place, despite growing 37% year 

on year. Vivo held onto third place, shipping just 

over 16 million, losing ground on the leading pair 

during the quarter. 

Xiaomi was the standout vendor as it overtook 

Apple to take fourth place. It shipped just under 

15 million smartphones in China, up more than 60% sequentially. “Xiaomi still offers the best value 

in the Chinese market, and it remains the preferred choice for price-conscious consumers. The 

online channel continues to be a key route to market for Xiaomi and this quarter saw it take the 

lead in the 618 online sales events across online retail platforms, such as JD.com and Tmall,” said 

Canalys Research Analyst Lucio Chen. “Redmi has had strong uptake in the mid-tier, going head to 

head with Oppo’s A series and Vivo’s Y series. Xiaomi’s growing network of ‘experience stores’ will 

pose a threat to Oppo’s and Vivo’s offline dominance, while showcasing the design and build 

quality of its devices.” 

Five of the ten leading vendors, including Apple, Samsung and Meizu, suffered annual shipment 

declines this quarter. “China’s smartphone market continues to consolidate. The top five brands 

accounted for almost three quarters of shipments, with the top four all growing and adding 10% to 

their cumulative share compared with the same quarter a year ago. Adopting a diverse channel 

strategy is key to success in China, as competition has intensified in online and offline channels, 

resulting in many vendors losing market share quickly,” said Canalys Research Analyst Hattie He. 

“Huawei and Xiaomi have strong online brands, and are now rapidly growing their offline 
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channels. Oppo and Vivo face greater pressure on their mid-range from Redmi and Honor. The 

failure to establish online channels will slow the momentum of these rising stars.” 

Smartphone quarterly estimate and forecast data is taken from Canalys’ Smartphone Analysis 

service. 

For more information, please contact: 

Canalys EMEA: +44 118 984 0520 

Ben Stanton: ben_stanton@canalys.com +44 118 984 0525 

Tim Coulling: tim_coulling@canalys.com +44 118 984 0533 

Canalys APAC (Shanghai): +86 21 2225 2888 

Hattie He: hattie_he@canalys.com +86 21 2225 2814 

Mo Jia: mo_jia@canalys.com +86 21 2225 2812 

Canalys APAC (Singapore): +65 6671 9399 

Rushabh Doshi: rushabh_doshi@canalys.com +65 6671 9387 

Lucio Chen: lucio_chen@canalys.com +65 6657 9301 

Canalys Americas: +1 650 681 4488 

Chris Jones: chris_jones@canalys.com +1 650 450 1513 

About Canalys 

Canalys is an independent analyst company that strives to guide clients on the future of the 

technology industry and to think beyond the business models of the past. We deliver smart 

market insights to IT, channel and service provider professionals around the world. We stake our 

reputation on the quality of our data, our innovative use of technology and our high level of 

customer service. 

Receiving updates 

To receive media alerts directly, or for more information about our events, services or custom 

research and consulting capabilities, please complete the contact form on our web site. 

Alternatively, you can email press@canalys.com or call +1 650 681 4488 (Palo Alto, California, 

USA), +65 6671 9399 (Singapore), +86 21 2225 2888 (Shanghai, China) or +44 118 984 0520 

(Reading, UK). 
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