Media alert 2016/1603
22 February 2016

Media alert: Over 1.5 billion smart phones to ship
worldwide in 2016
Shanghai, Palo Alto, Singapore and Reading (UK) – 22 February 2016

Canalys’ recently published country-level forecasts predict that over 1.5 billion smart phones will ship in
2016. Despite turbulence for certain vendors and countries, the industry will still grow by over 10% this
year thanks to new opportunities. Canalys estimates total worldwide mobile phone shipments of just
under 2 billion units with the smart phone share at 77%.
Industry growth is decelerating, making it a much tougher environment for vendors. In Q4 2015 in Asia
Pacific, the total mobile phone market shrunk annually for the first time ever, with shipments decreasing
by 2% to reach a total of 263 million units. In China, total mobile phone shipments reached 117 million
units, with year-on-year growth of 3% in Q4 2015. Smart phones grew 5% annually as vendors such as
Xiaomi and Huawei released new devices. Smart phone shipment growth in Asia also came from India,
Indonesia and the Philippines.
Ishan Dutt, a Canalys Research Analyst in Singapore, said, ‘Growth in 2016 will come from budgetconscious first-time smart phone adopters in emerging markets outside the BRIC countries. Countries such
as Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Sri Lanka are gaining interest from smart phone vendors as
operators in these markets move from voice to data-driven services. Subsequent upgrades and refreshes
will largely depend on the value that data can provide to these consumers, which will require a strong
ecosystem.’ Smart phone shipments to all of Asia Pacific are expected to exceed the 1 billion mark in
2019.
In 2015, the North American smart phone market shrunk slightly by 0.4% year on year. It was affected by
the huge upgrade cycle that has taken place through mobile operator promotion. Canalys expects smart
phone shipments to grow by 4% in 2016 to 182 million, with growth driven by shortening refresh cycles as
carriers move away from two-year contracts. Latin America represented less than 10% of global smart
phone shipments in 2015, with currency fluctuations and weakening economies slowing the high growth
previously seen in the region. ‘There are still strong areas of opportunity for smart phone vendors,’ said
Dutt. ‘Those that have the finances and resources to invest in not only hardware innovation, but also
developing and supporting channels and services in new and existing markets will create the right
environment for growth.’
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About Canalys
Canalys is an independent analyst company that strives to guide clients on the future of the technology
industry and to think beyond the business models of the past. We deliver smart market insights to IT,
channel and service provider professionals around the world. Our customer-driven analysis and consulting
services empower businesses to make informed decisions and generate sales. We stake our reputation on
the quality of our data, our innovative use of technology and our high level of customer service.
To view the chart(s) from this media alert, and others from Canalys, download the new Insight @Canalys
app today from the Apple App Store, the Google Play store or as an HTML 5 web app.

Receiving updates
To receive media alerts directly, or for more information about our events, services or custom research
and consulting capabilities, please complete the contact form on our web site.
Alternatively, you can e-mail press@canalys.com or call +1 650 681 4488 (Palo Alto, California, USA),
+65 6671 9399 (Singapore), +86 21 2225 2888 (Shanghai, China) or +44 118 984 0520 (Reading, UK).
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