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Media alert: Micromax reaches number one in smart
phones in India for the first time
Shanghai, Palo Alto, Singapore and Reading (UK) – Tuesday 3 February, 2015

Micromax has remarkably ousted Samsung to become the first domestic vendor to take the top spot in the
Indian smart phone market, the third largest in the world. This incredible performance is partly due to
Micromax’s continuing appeal to mobile phone users upgrading to smart phones. Its flagship line of
products has also very effectively targeted the US$150 to US$200 (INR9,000 to INR12,000) segment, with
products such as the Canvas Nitro and Canvas Hue. Addressing these important segments has helped it
take a 22% share of the total smart phone market in India, ahead of Samsung at 20%. Canalys’ recently
published estimates show that in Q4 2014 in India, 23% of shipments were of devices priced under US$100
(INR6,000), while 41% were of devices in the US$100 to US$200 bracket (INR6,000 to INR12,000).
Canalys Analyst Rushabh Doshi said, ‘Canalys believes catering to local market preferences will become
increasingly important. Micromax has been quicker than its competitors to improve the appeal of devices,
for example, by including a wide variety of local languages on its Unite phones. Lava, another domestic
vendor, has launched devices that cater to the preference for greater battery life – in this case a couple of
days. But vital to success is selling these handsets at low price points to appeal to the bulging mid-level
income market in India.’
Overall, the Indian market experienced very strong annual growth of 90%, with 21.6 million units shipping
in the quarter. The other major local vendors continued to jostle for third and fourth places. The top four
players in Q4 2014 in India by units shipped were Micromax, Samsung, Karbonn and Lava.
Full details of this story are available to clients in the recently published Canalys quarterly country level
smart phone estimates.
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If you are interested in further information, please contact us:
Canalys Americas: +1 650 681 4488
Chris Jones: chris_jones@canalys.com +1 650 450 1513
Canalys APAC: +65 6671 9399 (Singapore) / +86 21 2225 2888 (China)
Rushabh Doshi: rushabh_doshi@canalys.com + +65 9820 0071 (Singapore)
Jessica Kwee: jessica_kwee@canalys.com +65 9655 6264 (Singapore)
Jingwen Wang: jingwen_wang@canalys.com +86 135 1216 5872 (China)
Canalys EMEA: +44 118 984 0520
Tim Coulling: tim_coulling@canalys.com +44 7900 991 852
Our analysts will be at Mobile World Congress in Barcelona from 2 to 5 March to discuss key topics. If you
have any questions or opinions that you would like to discuss, don’t hesitate to contact them at:
press@canalys.com

About Canalys
Canalys is an independent analyst company that strives to guide clients on the future of the technology
industry and to think beyond the business models of the past. We deliver smart market insights to IT,
channel and service provider professionals around the world. Our customer-driven analysis and consulting
services empower businesses to make informed decisions and generate sales. We stake our reputation on
the quality of our data, our innovative use of technology and our high level of customer service.
To view the chart(s) from this media alert, and others from Canalys, download the new Insight @Canalys
app today from the Apple App Store, the Google Play store or as an HTML 5 web app.

Receiving updates
To receive media alerts directly, or for more information about our events, services or custom research
and consulting capabilities, please complete the contact form on our web site.
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